
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II   
The service begins on page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer   

  
Prelude:  It is well with my soul                                       Brent Olstad

             Robert Burnside, Saxophonist

Processional:  Tell out my soul,                                            Hymnal # 438
                                                        

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
and blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity     in unison
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise                                                        Hymnal # S-280

The Collect of the day

The Lord be with you…   and also with you.  

Let us pray:   Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and  on earth: Mercifully 
hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Introduction to the Lessons

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love      kindness, and walk 
humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 
they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those 
who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural 
way of living and serving.

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God 
has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to 
attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God        empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and 
to walk shrewdly in God’s service.
 1Hear what the LORD says:
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
  and let the hills hear your voice.
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
  and you enduring foundations of the earth;
 for the LORD has a controversy with his people,
  and he will contend with Israel.

 3“O my people, what have I done to you?
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,



  and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
 and I sent before you Moses,
  Aaron, and Miriam.
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD,
  and bow myself before God on high?
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
  with calves a year old?
 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
  and what does the LORD require of you
 but to do justice, and to love kindness,
  and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord….thanks be to God. 

Psalm 15    Domine, quis habitabit?

 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
    who may abide upon your holy hill?
 2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
    who speaks the truth from his heart.
 3 There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *
    he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.
 4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
    but he honors those who fear the LORD.
 5 He has sworn to do no wrong *
    and does not take back his word.
 6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
    nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
 7 Whoever does these things *
    shall never be overthrown.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and 
offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through 
weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for 
believers.



18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 19For it is written,
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 

 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human  standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is  foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.”

 The Word of the Lord….thanks be to God

Gradual: Come thou fount of every blessing                                             Hymnal # 686

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew…… 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

 The Gospel of the Lord….. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon



The Nicene Creed                          in unison
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the people   

For the church and for all your creation, we pray to you, Lord God, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; theirs is the dominion of heaven. And so we pray: Unite the church, guide all 
its leaders, especially Bishops Michael and Matthew, Mother Susan and Fr. Adeeb; let us show the world 
the love of Jesus.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Blessed are the pure in heart; they shall see God. And so we pray: Give your people the will and the 
courage to value your service above all lesser goods. Lord, hear our prayer.

Blessed are the peacemakers, God’s own children. And so we pray: Bring peace to the world, security to 
the nations, and safety to the cities.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. And so we pray: 
Remove from us prejudice and injustice, and raise up among us those who will labor for the good of all 
whom you have made. Lord, hear our prayer. 



Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. And so we pray: Be present with those who are sick, 
imprisoned, or in distress; make us quick to love and serve our neighbors. Today we lift up in prayer those 
for whom we have been asked to pray:  ………….  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Rejoice and be glad, their reward is great in heaven. And so we pray: We remember all who have witnessed 
to your love with their lives; give us strength to testify to Christ  before the rulers of our own day. Lord 
hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, you have taught us to do justice, love kindness, and practice humility before you; make our 
faith active in love, that your name may be praised and your   people served throughout the earth, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The confession
The celebrant now says: 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence is kept
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you 
all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace & Announcements   

Please stand as the bread and wine are brought forth
 
Offertory Be still, my soul    This is my song                             J. Wayne Kerr
  
The Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; praise Him above 
the heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen  

The Holy Communion           Eucharistic Prayer A

The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,    Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company  of heaven, who for ever  sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus           S-125                                                       

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed   for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the       remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As now as our Savior has taught us, we now pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Fraction
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.

The invitation to communion: 
The gifts of God for the people of God: come, Jesus invites you to meet Him here. 



All Baptized believers are invited to receive communion. 

After communion:  

A prayer for those worshipping online: 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar in your church where Holy Eucharist is 
being celebrated, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. Since I cannot receive  you today in the sacrament of 
your body and blood, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 
grace. May I live in you and you in me. Amen. 
      
The post communion prayer  of the gathered:    (unison)

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Final Blessing

 Recessional: In the cross of Christ I glory                            Hymnal  # 441

Dismissal 

Postlude  O for a thousand tongues to sing                           Anna L. Page 


