
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II    
 

Prelude:    
 
Processional:  How bright appears the morning sky               Hymnal #  497      
 
                  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;  
 his mercy endures forever.   
 

 

Kyrie   S-89 
 
 

The Lighting of the Advent wreath          
            
 

Choir:   Entrance song for Advent 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, 
may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
Introduction 
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is 
Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these 
final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, 
ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent, we 
prepare to    celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, 
Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 
attempts to establish security will fail. The   prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: 
Immanuel, God is with us! 
 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
 

 The Word of the Lord….thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80    Qui regis Israel 
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
    shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
    stir up your strength and come to help us. 



 3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
    how long will you be angered 
    despite the prayers of your people? 
 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
    you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
    and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
    give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an 
apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, 
and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman 
audience. 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord….thanks be to God 
 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into 
the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to    expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20But just when he had   resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, 



“God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 

The gospel of the Lord……. Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
The sermon 
 
The Creed in unison   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
         he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Mary, the mother of Christ, is a sign to the church of faithful obedience to the will of God. As we come to 
the commemoration of the birth of Christ, let us pray that we like Mary, hear God’s world and respond in 
obedient faith to the coming of Christ, saying, O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for the church, that every baptized member may manifest Christ in the world.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for the leaders of government in every nation, especially in war torn    nations and those 
battling injustice, that they may have wisdom to choose what     serves the common good.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 



Let us pray for all that are in need, remembering all who are sick, the elderly, those who are alone, and all 
who minister to them, that we all may be strengthened by the presence of Christ as the sign of God's love.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for those with whom we share our daily lives, our families, friends and neighbors, and those 
with whom we work and play, that we all may be strengthened and sustained by God's presence with us.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  
 
Intercessions may be offered here– following the parish prayer list, please share your petitions, either 
silently or aloud.  
 

 
Let us pray for those who have died, especially Lynn Callahan, that she and they may rest in peace. May 
we wait in hope for the promise of resurrection with them.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  
 
Hasten, O God, the coming of your dominion. Come to us in Christ, that we who live by faith in this world 
may see our faith confirmed in the world to come, though our risen Christ. Amen.  
 
The Confession            The Celebrant says   
 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.                 Silence is kept. 
 

 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 

The Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
 
Choir Anthem: Angels, spread your loving wings                Busch & Schram 
      
The Doxology:  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below,  
 praise Him above the heavenly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer D 
 
 The people remain standing. The priest faces them and says 
    The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



 
 It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God,     living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you 
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your 
presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under 
heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
 
The Sanctus  S-129 
 
The people stand or kneel.  
 

 We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You 
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so  that, in obedience to you, our 
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did 
not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might 
find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to 
hope for salvation. 
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son  
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one  
of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,  
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment 
the sanctification of all. 
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having  
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed  
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the        remembrance 
of me." 
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent among 
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right  
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and 
this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,  
     and we pray to you, Lord our God. 



 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these 
gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup 
of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in 
Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with Stephen and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We 
praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done on earth, as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Fraction S-154 
 
The invitation to communion 
 
All Baptized people are invited to receive communion at the altar.  
 

A prayer with those online is said.  
 

The post communion prayer of the gathered:                      
 God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us 
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

The blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn:   Hark! The glad sound                               Hymnal # 72 
 
The dismissal 
 
Postlude:  
 
 


