
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Prelude:  Come, thou long expected Jesus                                   Ann Lilly, Flute

Processional: Rejoice! Rejoice! believers Hymnal # 68

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; his mercy endures forever.

Kyrie   S-89

The Lighting of the Advent wreath
Choir:   Entrance song for Advent

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by
our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

Introduction: A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and       transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait
with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and
holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that
God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us.

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s
coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and        wholeness will be restored. There is
no need for fear, for God is coming to save.

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
  He will come and save you.”
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way;
 the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people;
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.



 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
 they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Word of the Lord….thanks be to God.

Our psalm is S-247
Full size can be found in the hymnal Please join in singing the antiphon

Second Reading: James 5:7-10

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than
discontent.
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the   precious crop from
the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord...thanks be to God

Gradual: The Holly and the Ivy Ann Lilly, Flute

Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a
prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’    response indicates that God’s
reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew…..
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him,
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John
what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no
offense at me.”
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord…...praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Susan Q. Claytor



The Creed in unison

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  and was made man

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Silence

The celebrant closes with a collect



The Confession The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Choir Anthem: Kyrie Eleison
We welcome the return of our choir and our guests from Beckley Presbyterian Church

The Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise
Him above the heavenly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer D

The people remain standing. The priest faces them and says
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God,     living and true,
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your
presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under
heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,
S-129

The people stand or kneel.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did
not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might



find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to
hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior.
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment
the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the        remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent among
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these
gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup
of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in
Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ.
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with Stephen and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We
praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ,
and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth, as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
The following is sung as the bread is broken
Fraction S-154

The invitation to communion All Baptized people are invited to receive communion at the altar.

A prayer with those online is said.
Spiritual Communion Prayer

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar in your church
where Holy Eucharist is being celebrated, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.
Since I cannot receive you today in the sacrament  of your body and blood,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace.
May I live in you and you in me. Amen

The post communion prayer of the gathered:
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us

with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: On Jordan’s bank Hymnal # 76


