The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
October 31, 2021
8:00am – Rite I
9:30am - Rite II
“Before the service, speak silently to God.
During the service, let God speak to you.
After the service, speak to one another.”

A Warm Welcome

to all visitors to our parish today, and we hope that you will find St. Stephen’s a spiritual
home! Take a moment to introduce yourself to the clergy and greeters.

Communion is a sign of the unity of the Church that Christ envisioned when he prayed "that they may become
completely one" (John 17:23). Therefore, all baptized Christians may receive communion at the altar. Visitors who are
not baptized are welcome to come forward during the Sacrament to receive a blessing. Fold your arms over your chest
as indication to the priest.
Your prayers are asked for our parish, especially Byron Burgess,
Tiger Warfield, Dave Brown, Louis George, Jim Duguid, Charles, Ann Gerald, Mead Parsons, Cheryl Fairchild,
Issac, Larry, Joan Parsons, Jack, Carver, Marianne, Kathy & Samuel Evans, Roberta Proffitt, Katie,
Romana,
Jeremy, Martha Rucker, Laura Finley, Chris McGraw, Linda Kay, Angie, Mariah Patterson, Jaxon Minetti, Randal
Hurst, Kim Muncy, Richard Klein, Patricia Meadows, Sandy, Gavin & Gabe, Jane Morton, Stephanie Bolen,
Clayton, Lori, and Rosanne.

For those celebrating birthdays; this week...Danielle Stewart and Ben Terry.
For those celebrating anniversaries; this week...Clarence and Nancy Meador.
In the Anglican cycle of prayer: The Episcopal/Anglican Province of Alexandria.
In the Diocesan cycle of prayer: St. Michael’s in Kingwood served by The Rev. Fran McCoy.
For those serving in the armed forces especially: Jayson Morton, Nate Willard, Ben Sulwer, and Andrew Khalil.
For first responders, especially: Sam Tuttle and Lee Price

SERVING TODAY
Celebrant & Preacher
Lector
Music
Choir Director
Soloist
Altar Guild
Eucharistic Minister

The Rev. Dr. Susan Q. Claytor
Grif Callahan
Donna Burnside
Robert Burnside
Jason Hogie
TBA
Doug Willis

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I

8:00 A.M.

The Word of God
Salutation
Gloria

page 323 in the Book of Common Prayer
page 324 in the Book of Common Prayer

The Collect of the Day
Almighty and merciful God, of whose only gift it cometh that
thy faithful people do unto thee true and laudable service:
Grant, we beseech thee, that we may run without stumbling
to obtain thy heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
The First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The Response: Psalm 46
The Epistle: Romans 3:19-28
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ: John 8:31-36
Sermon
The Nicene Creed
The Prayers of the People
Confession of Sin
The Peace
The Holy Communion

The Rev. Dr. Susan Claytor
page 326 in the Book of Common Prayer
page 328 in the Book of Common Prayer
page 330 in the Book of Common Prayer
page 332 in the Book of Common Prayer

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer I
page 333 in the Book of Common Prayer
The Sanctus (spoken)
page 334 in the Book of Common Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
page 336 in the Book of Common Prayer
The Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People
Post Communion Prayer
page 339 in the Book of Common Prayer

Blessing and Dismissal
Important News/Announcements are at the end of the bulletin following the 9:30 am service.

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Prelude: “Psalm XVIII” by Benedetto Marcello
Opening Hymn: “Come, thou fount of every blessing,…”

Hymnal page 686

The Word of God
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise (seen below)

The Lord be with you.

People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your
faithful people offer you true and laudable service: Grant
that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly
promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
A Reading from: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.
The Word of the Lord… Thanks be to God

PSALM: 46
1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
3 Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
4 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
6 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
8 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9 Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, *
what awesome things he has done on earth.
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth."
12 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

EPISTLE: Romans 3:19-28
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By
what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The Word of the Lord… Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 8:31-36.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord…. Praise to you, Lord Christ

EPISTLE: Romans 3:19-28
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
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The Word of the Lord… Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 8:31-36.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him,
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son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord…. Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form VI
The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For [N. our Presiding Bishop, and N. (N.) our Bishop(s); and
for] all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

The Confession
Let us confess our sins unto Almighty God and our neighbor….
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
That we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
To the glory or your Name. Amen.

The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Eucharistic Prayer A
In this prayer, the lines in italics are spoken by the People.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down
from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth;
uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the
power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Sanctus Hymnal page S124
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Spiritual Communion Prayer
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;
never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen

After communion
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn: “A mighty fortress is our God,…”
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude: “Praise The Lord Who Reigns Above” by Anna Laura Page

Hymnal page 688

Every year on the last Sunday in October, many churches set aside the day as “Reformation
Sunday.” If you didn’t grow up with this practice, you may wonder where this tradition comes
from, and why some congregations continue to practice it.
So … what is Reformation Sunday, and why should we care?
The History of Reformation Sunday
Our story begins in the 16th century – 1517, to be exact. Bear with us here – what follows is a very
simplified explanation of complex theological, political, and economic events that all coincided.
Across Europe, the Roman Catholic Church was engaged in one of the greatest fundraisers in all
of history.
If a person – out of contrition for their sins and as a sign of repentance – made a financial gift to
help with the building Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome, then the church would furnish that person
with a certificate acknowledging that gift and promising that they or their loved ones would be
freed from a portion of the misery expected in the afterlife.
In short, the church at that time taught that even those bound for heaven had to be cleansed of
their earthly sins and this cleansing (purging) in the afterlife took place in a place called Purgatory.
The certificates offered by the church (called “Indulgences”) promised to lessen this time of
cleansing for oneself or others who have already died.
There were some very nuanced explanations of this practice at the time.
And there were other very crass explanations that basically amounted to people paying to be
forgiven.
November 1st was an important day for the selling and buying of these indulgences, known as All
Saints Day on the church’s calendar.
The day before a German Monk named Martin Luther posted a list of 95 Theses – 95 reasons that
he objected to this practice of selling indulgences. Along with other writings by Martin Luther,
those 95 Reasons went viral.
Luther insisted that we are not forgiven because of anything we do – including the buying of
Indulgences or doing enough good work. Instead, we are forgiven because of who God is. We are
loved and forgiven because God is full of grace and mercy.
His teachings and writings got Martin Luther kicked out of the church. But he didn’t go alone.
Others agreed with him, and after his death those who agreed with Luther became known as
Lutherans and also as Protestants.
Every Protestant church traces their roots back to this moment in history.

